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Purpose for Rule-Making 

Rule Making Process 

Rule & Manual Content 

Public Participation 

Today’s Presentation 



Purpose of Rule-Making 

Legislative Mandate    
(Chapter 90.46 RCW Reclaimed Water) 

• Ecology, in coordination with Department of Health, 
adopt Rules to: 

• Encourage the use of Reclaimed Water 

• Preserve Potable Water 

• Contribute to Instream Flows and Wetlands 

• Reduce Discharges to Puget Sound 

• Respond to Growth and Climate Change 



What is Reclaimed Water? 

Water derived in any part 
from wastewater with a 

domestic wastewater 
component that has been 

adequately and reliably 
treated, so that it can be 

used for beneficial 
purposes. 

 
  Chapter 90.46 RCW 



Reclaimed Water Beneficial Uses 

Recreational Field 
Irrigation 

Agricultural Irrigation 
(Food Crops/Livestock) 

Golf Courses 

Impoundments 
(Landscaping/ 
Snowmaking) 

Environmental 
(Wetlands/Streams) 

Industrial 

Ground Recharge 



Reclaimed Water Facilities 

City of Shelton    

City of Tenino 

28 Facilities 
Reclaiming Water 
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Rule-Making Process 

Planning 
Phase 

Drafting/ 
Proposal 

Phase 

• Advisory 
Committee 

Public 
Comment 

Phase 

• Public 
Hearing 

Adoption 
Phase 

Implementation 
Phase 

CR-101 CR-102 CR-103 



Rule Making Process - Schedule 

• Planning 

 

• Drafting 

 

• Public 

 

• Adoption 

 

• Implement 

Feb. 2014 – May 2014 

June 2014 – Feb. 2015 

March  2015 – July  2015 

Aug.  2015 –  Dec. 2015 

Jan.  2016–  March 2016 

2014 2015 2016 



Purpose for Rule-Making 

Rule Making Process 

Rule & Manual Content 
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Preliminary Draft Rule Content 
Chapter 173-219 WAC Reclaimed Water 

I. General Information 

II. Planning, Design &  
    Construction 

III. Reclaimed Water Permits 

IV. Technical Standards 



Preliminary Draft Rule  

I. General Information 

• Definitions 
• Purpose and Scope 
• Applicability 
• Compliance Deadlines 
• Regulatory Agency Responsibilities 
• Regulatory Action for Noncompliance 
• Appeals 



Preliminary Draft Rule  

II. Planning, Design & Construction 

Water Rights Considerations (Subpart A) 

• Evaluation of Potential Impairment 

• “shall not impair any existing water right” 

• Evaluation Process 

• Use of Reclaimed Water for Water Right 
Mitigation 



Preliminary Draft Rule  

II. Planning, Design & Construction 

Construction (Subpart B) 

• Documents for Review and Approval 

• Reclaimed Water Plans 

• Engineering Reports 

• Plans & Specifications 

• Operation & Maintenance Manual 

• Declaration of Construction 



Preliminary Draft Rule  

III. Reclaimed Water Permits 

Permit Application 
and Procedures 

(Subpart A) 

• Eligibility 

• Fact Sheet 

• Renewals or 
Modifications 

Permit Terms and 
Conditions  
(Subpart B) 

• Standard Conditions 

• Specific Conditions 



Technology-Base Treatment (Subpart A) 

• Minimum Requirements 

• Source Control & Pretreatment Requirements 

• Class A  

• Class B 

• Disinfection Process  Standards 

• Treatment  Reliability 

Preliminary Draft Rule  

IV. Technical Standards 



Operational Storage & Distribution (Subpart B) 

• Operational Storage 

• Maintenance of Chlorine Residual 

• Distribution System Requirements 

• Distribution by Transport Vehicle 

• Conveying Reclaimed Water through Surface 
Water of the State 

Preliminary Draft Rule  

IV. Technical Standards 



Use-Based Requirements (Subpart C) 

• Use Area Requirements 

• Facility Maintenance Uses 

• Commercial, Industrial & Institutional Uses 

• Land Application 

• Wetlands 

• Streamflow & Surface Water Augmentation 

• Ground Water Recharge 

• Aquifer Storage and Recovery 

Preliminary Draft Rule  

IV. Technical Standards 



Manual Overview 

Guidance Document 
Intended to Clarify Rule 

Details specific processes 
and design criteria 

Guidance to Meet State 
Standards 



Reclaimed Water Facilities Manual 
The Purple Book 

6. Treatment Technologies 

5. Planning & Permitting 

4. Water Rights Impairment 
Evaluation 

3. Regulatory Framework 

2. Language 

1. Introduction 

12. Groundwater Recharge 

11. Streamflow & Surface Water 

10. Wetlands 

9. Land Applications/ Irrigation Uses 

8. Commercial, Industrial & 
Institutional Uses 

7. Storage, Distribution & Use 

Content 
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Drafting/Proposal Phase  

Advisory Committee 

Rule Language 

Manual 

Public Comment Phase 

Public Hearing(s) 

Written Comments 

Public Participation 



Rule Making Process - Schedule 

• Planning 

 

• Drafting 

 

• Public 

 

• Adoption 

 

• Implement 

Feb. 2014 – May 2014 

June 2014 – Feb. 2015 

March  2015 – July  2015 

Aug.  2015 –  Dec. 2015 

Jan.  2016–  March 2016 

2014 2015 2016 
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 Contact information   
 Dennis McDonald 
 Dept. of Ecology 
 360-407-6321 
 reclaimedwater@ecy.wa.gov  

mailto:reclaimedwater@ecy.wa.gov
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     Reclaimed Water website:     

•www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/reclaim/index.html 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/reclaim/index.html
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